NEWS OF THE CONSTI
TUTIONAL CONVENTION

(Written by J. 8. Hubbard, Execu-
tive Secretury Missouri Preas As-
soviation. Week ending Sept. 9.)
Jefferson City, Mo, Sept. 8,—Only

citizens of the United States, over
the age of twenty-one, will have the
right to vote in Missouri after the
adoption of the new constitution, as
provided by he report of the Commit-
tee on Suffrage and Elections and
adopted by the convention. The
change from the old constitution pro-
vigion iz that foreigners who have
taken out only their first papers will
not be allowed to vote. ey must
become fully naturalized citizens of
the United States, which means at
lenst five years' residence, and reside
in the state a year. Idiots and in-
sane persons are added to the list of
ineligibles, while a specifie provision
gives the right of suffrage to inmates
of soldiers’ and sailors’ homes,

Provision is made by the commit-
tee report for the opening of ballots
in grand jury investigations and in
the trinl of nll cases, either civil or
eriminal, in which the -.'iolntinn.nf
any of the election laws, including
elections for the nomination of can-
didates for any office, is under in-
vestigation or at issue. Under the
present constitution the ballot box
can only be opened in case of a con-
tested election.

Another provizion of the report, as
smended by the convention, mukes it
mandatery on the legislature to pro-
vide for registration of voters in all
citiea und counties having a popula-
tion of 100,000 or more and in all
cities of 10,000 or more located in
counties having a population of less
than 100,000, The committee report
made it optional with the legislature
for registration in the amaller cities,
and many hours were spent in dis-
cussion and severnl amendments ana
substitutes were offered and voted
down, but the provisions in brief as
stated here were finally adopted by
the committee of the whole. e Bee-
tion will still be open to amendment
when it comes up for final vote in the
convention,

The absent-voter seéction of the old
constitution has been changed, re-
serving the mandatory provision to
apply to those engaged in military
service and making it permissible for
the legislature to provide the same
privilege to other absentees, hut lim-
ting it to these within the state,

The literacy test proposed by the
committee, qualifying the right to
vote, met with much opposition and
will probably not be adopted unless
some plan is proposed that will in-
sure to every person in  the state,
white or Negro, an opportunity to
learn to read and write the English
language. It was pointed out that
there were hundreds living In scat-
tered and sparsely settled localities
who did not now enjoy the privilege,
especially Negro families, nor allow-
ed to go to any but schools for their
own race, and these not available,

The proposal for a modifieation of
the %nsent state-wide open primary,
which the committes reported as &
separate or alternative proposition,
was still to be settled as the week
drew to n close, While many are op-
posed to the primary system as it is
at present operating, opposition is so
marked that the convention , seems
disposed to move slowly in providing
marked changes,

For the most part the committee
report has stood the test of a week's
bombardment and with but small
changes will probably be approved hy
the committee of I.ru! whole, The
principal changes from the report
were made on the absent voter and
registration sections, and in dealing
with illegal voting.

Qutstanding features of the report,
which the Committee on  Executive
~und Ministerinl Departments has sub-
mitted to the convention, are its pro.
visions for n budget system nnll n
systematic plan of departmental or-
ganization which will simplify and
co-ordinate the administrative ma-
chinery of the State Government, snd
which the committee hns provided be-
cause of the outspoken demand far
such simplification in the interest of
economy, The committee believes
that these two features will provide
means for the saving of millions of
dollars within a few years. The necd
for a budget or some similar system
is pointed out by the committee re-
port in showing that the state ex-
penses increased from $1,101,000 in
1B76 o $£14,735,000 in 1920, or an in-
crease of more than 1,200 per cent,
In that same period of time the tax-
able wealth of the state had only in-
creased 600 per cent and the populn-
tion but 200 Eer cent. The commit-
tee believes that a budget system of
:ut»e finances is the only way
within income; to insure more cnre-
ful consideration of appropriation
measures, and place responsibility
where it belongs,

Against the present seventy-odd
boards and commissions, disconnected
and without apparent res
the committee would establish a sys-

: to | ulation and also recognizing
expenditures properly adjusted | right to hold office.

|
| dirested to establish the saluries by
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control or such other agency as may
he created by law for this purpose.
The intention is in this way to re-
lleve the governor of some responsi-
bility in granting pardons to please
political friends, especially on the
eve of his retiring from office,

No other changes of importance are
mude in the eommittee report on Ar-
ticle V of the old constitution.

In the report made to the conven-
tion by the Bill of Rights Committee
important changes are the abolish-
ing of capital punishment; simplify-
ing the form of indictment by adding
the words, “that the indictment or
information shall state in plain and
concise language the facts constitut-
ing the alleged offense;” adding the
state motto, “Salus Populi Supremn
Lex Esto” to section 1; amending
the section relating to the freedom of
speech, by omitting from the end the
worde, “and the vry under the diree-
tion of the court shall determine the
law and the fact;" providing means
for the legislature to enact laws to
imprison men for willful non-pay-
ment of judgments rendered
maintenanee or support of depend-
ent wives and minor children; mak-
ing trinl by jury to apply in all ac-
tions nt law, ecither civil or eriminal,
whether arising under the common
Inw or uny statute; by providing that
the legislature may authorize a trial
by a jury of o less number than
twelve jurors, vxvf'f)t in felony cases;
and may provide by law that less
than the whole number of jurors may
return a verdiet, except in eriminal
cnses: by nuthorizing the legislature
to provide for a grand jury of less
than twelve jurors and that less than
the whole number of grand jurors
may return an indictment or true
bill; and by providing that grand ju-
ries shull not be convened except up-
on un order of n judge of a court of
record having eriminal jurisdiction;
and mdding the new section, *“The
right of citizens of Missouri to vote
or hold office shall not be denied or
abriﬁigenl on necount of race, calor or
sex.

The proposal providing that “The
rending of the Bible shall not be ex-
cluded from the public gehools of the
state,” s returned without recom-
mendntion ns it met with a tie vote in
the committee, l"ruiwﬁal No., 234,
E:'n\'ulimr hit “The labor of a human

cing is not a commodity or article
also returned with-
the same

of commerce,” is
out recommendation for
reason.

Three minority reports have been
filed. The first recommends the adop-
tion of pru[m:r.\l No. 178, which pro-
vides that “The right of appeal, ex-
cept by the state in criminal cases,
shall not be denied b?' any nisi prius
court in this state) Tie yecond
changes the freedom of speech sec-
tion so that every person shall be
free to say, “and by any mode of im-
pression or reproduction, to freely
publish his ideas, opinions and senti-
ments on all subjects whatsoever,”
which is much more liberal than the
existing section, The third relates to
churches holding property for other
than for church edifices, parsonages
and cemeteries, the contention bein
made that churches should be al-
lowed to hold property for other pur-
poses in entire harmony with their
work; also dissents from the major-
ity report on the indictment section,
and opposes the abolishing of the
death penalty.

The most impoﬂnnt change pro-
posed by the Committee on State
Officers and Salaries in its report to
the convention deanls with the duties
of the governor and a provision for
a “Public Safety Contingent Fund."
It is provided in section 6 that “The
governor shall take care that the
Inws are distributed and faithfully ex-
ecuted: and he shall e a conscrvator
of the pemce throughout the state,
and to that end he is nuthorized and
directed in ‘cnses of emergency to em-
ploy such number of executive agents,
who shall be citizens of the State of
Migsouri, ns he may deem necessary
from tinie to time to keep him in-
formed ux to the health, pence, safe-
ty und general welfare of the citizens
of the state. The legislature is di-
rected at ench biennial segsion to ap-
proprinte for a fund established, and
to bhe known ns the “public safety
contingent fund”, such an amount as
the govermor may deem  necessary,
not to exceed $50, to carry out the
duties prescribed for the governor.
The governor is allowed to pay out
from time to time such sums from
this fund for other expenses, in cases
of emergency, as he may deem necos-
sury to promote the general welfare
of the citizens of the state. Any
money in this fund unexpended at the
end of the biennial period will revert
to the general revenue fund,

Severn] minor changes are made by
the committee made necessury by the
addition of women to the voting pop-
their
The matter of
sularies for stute officers, which the
committee considered, was finally
poassed on to the legislature, which is

Report that the Committes on Tax-
ation proposed limiting St, Louis to

tem of civil departments not more|a rate of 60 cents on the hundred dol-

than twelve in number. Of

four are named by the

treasury. The other eight, or less,
are left to the legislature to name,

These departments are to be under|

the supervision and regulation of the
legisluture. Subject to such limita-
tiong contained in this constitution,
the general nssembly may from time
to time assign by law new powers
and functions to departmoents, offiec-
ers, bonrds. or commissions contained
or created under the constitution. and
may also increase, modify or dimin-
ish their powers and functions, The
secretary of state, attorney-general.
state auditor and state treasurer will

these, | lars valuation for city purposes and
committee, | 30 cents for county pulzoaes brought
state, law, audits and accounts, and |a hurry- y

up visit from or Kiel and
Deputy (gomptroller Felix E. Gunn
of St. Louis, who declared that the
city would be unable to exist under
. such limitation, They stated that at
| present they were collecting  $1.27
or city and county and would necd
!more another year as their lice
foree world have to be ineressed ma-
terinlly. Including the school tax it
wes riated that the city had a tax
'rate of only $3.00 on the hundred val-
| uation, which was lower than any
other large city in the country. Un-
'der the limitations of the old consti-
s tut

head the four departments namew bv to §1 on the hundred valvation for
the committee, These officers will|city purposes and 35 cents for county

continue to be elected by vote of the | purposes.

peonle.

The pardoning power of
ernor will be modified should another
provision of the committee prove mc-
ceptable to the convention. It pro-
Mvﬁu that the f.o:ernor shal S

power to gran G n
the case of commutation of sentence
and pardons he must have the consent
of a majority of the board of prison

1 have tory.

The officials agreed that
if the committee would fix the limita-

the gov-|tion at $1 and 30 cents respectively,

with a provision for an additional

levy of 26 cents by a majority vote
!qf the people, it would be satiafac-

ch ek ladtltutht:oremrtk o '?'5'1'{
nnge suggested in t
submit to the convention, i
The attention of Mayor Kiel was
called to the fact that only 7 per cent

ion the eity of 8t, Louis is limited |

for |
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their autumn colorings are beautiful.
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Combine Business with Pleasure—Do Your Fall

and Winter Shopping While Here

Early autumn is an ideal time to visit St. Louis—either by rail or motor. The parks in
Shaw's Garden, with its floral wonders and greatest
collection of plant life in America, is at its best. The St. Louis Zoo, with its “cageless”
bear pits and queer animals, is interesting to young and old. The St. Louis Art Museum
holds much of interest to art lovers. The many fall festivities, including the picturesque

S

pageant of the Veiled Prophet, the first week in October, will be very entertaining.
The Largest Store in the West

and Winter sho

retail institutio

your entire fam

store — Famous-Barr Co.

Shop Profitably in St. Louis
It is to your advantage to do your Fall

pping at St. Louis’ foremost
This wonderful
n, the largest west of the

Mississippi River, is a veritable interna-
tional exposition displaying merchandise
gathered from all quarters of the world for

ily and your home,

how to get to them,

AMO

You will marvel at the size
ment, consisting of more

of this establish-
than 200 stores

under one roof and occupying a floor space
of over 174 acres. Every member of your
family will find something of special inter-

est to them.
in all departments make

Comprehensive assortments

selection easy.

Shopping here becomes a pleasure,

Write tt;day for our free illustrated booklet “See St. Louis.”
It points out many historical and interesting points, and tells

US~-BARR C

Distributors of Merchandise at Retail

in Missouri and the West

Radlroad fares |
'wnded accord-

ing fo the Asso-

ciated Retoilers’

Plan,
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of the bonds, notes and stocks in St.
Louis were assessed while in  the
state at large as high as 75 per cent

were assessed. The  committec
thought that if the city was more dil-
igent in uncovering this hidden

wealth it would have ample property
valuntion to raise revenue at the 60
cent rate. Mayor Kiel said that was
& hard matter to aecomplish, but that
£5,000,000 incrense had been made in
the past year in uncovering this
wealth in hiding.

The Committee on Taxation pro-

ges to classify property so that the
ntangible wealth, such as money,
notes, stocks and bonds may be taxed
at o lower vate thun veal and personal
property, It believes that such &
lan would hring a greater amount of
intangible property out of hiding und
the burden would be lightened to the
owner of real and personal property.

The propogal that counties, rities
and towns may be allowed to levy a
tax of not more than ten cents on the
hundred dollars valuation for the pur-

ge of cstablishing public libraries,
E; # majority vote of the people, is
still under consideration by the com-
mittee. It has mot with much favor
from some and may be included in
the committee report.

! The

ing are great but they dwindle into
nothingness compared with the tasks
which were undertaken by the man,
who preceded him in office. When
Woodrow Wilson, after piloting our
nution through the greatest war of all
times, falled in health, his illness
evoked only sneers und jibes from:
the leaders ef the Republican party
in this nation.

Now that Harding, confronted with
fewer and far less perplexing prob- |
lems, shows signs of fatigue, let us,
as Democrats, show the Republicans |
of the nation that we can better |
sporta—better  gentlemen, if  you|

eate—than they were n few years
haek. Let us be tolerant toward the
President, let us refrain from unkind
personal remarks. ’

We cannot, of course, defend Hard-
ing's policies—if he has any. It is
not our duty to explain away his:
mistakes or to, for a single second, |
condone the nctions of the Republi-
can Congress, There Is no need for
us to forget that eighteen months of
the Harding administration has been

need for us to work unceasingly for |
Democratic success in the November
elections,

But while we are working, while
we are fighting let us be good sports. |
Republicans, while Woodrow |
Wilson was in the White House, were

THE PRESIDENT TAKES
A CHANGE OF FRONT

According to  Washington
gpondents our President is
mighty sick of his job. He is
game courteous, care-free man
when he entered the White
He ir growing peevish in conversa-
tion, he “hawls out” reporters, a sort
of a press censorship is hinted at, he!
has thrown tighter lines around hial'
companionships and he rests more;
and more on the advices of one Las-
ker who, it will be remembered, is the
gumleman directing Unele Sam's

hipping Board bhootlegging opera-
tions on the high seas. In fact, some
Washingtonians have grown so sar-
castic as to recall certain incidents
in the reign of the late Czar Nicholas
of Russia and refer to Lasker as the
Rasputin of the Harding administra-

corte-
getting |
not the,
he wns |
House, !

tiom,
In & way all this is pitiful. It is
not unusual to see Washington tire of

a President, That city hails each new
executive ns the greatest man of the
age and damns him as a “dud” six
months after he has taken office.
But it is distressing to see Harding,
himself, show such a startling
change.

Ever since the last Chicago Con-
vention we have maintained that
Harding is a pleagant gentleman of
no especial ability who was elevated
to high position through the workings
of & Republican machine. We have
never doubted Harding's desire to do
right but we had never ﬂmifht he
had the capacity or the ability to
meet the problems which confront
the chief executive of the nation.
Time has shown that we were ri

[ducts there are people in the worl

not good sports, Let us show them

up—State Journal. |

THE POOREST RECORD YET

While the farmers of the United
States are losing money most every
time they make a sale of their pro-

who are suffering because of high
food prices and according to Frank
A. Vanderlip. noted banker and eco-
nomist, there is likely to be an up-
rising in Germany this winter be-
cause of the high prices of food.
Why it is that people in one scc-
tion of the world are in want of food
when those in another are Ernwmg
poorer ench day for the lac of m
rice for the things which they pro-
Suee is enough to cause men to stop

and ponder, ‘
How ‘ean it be that the people of
Germany ean't secure food alse

of the prohibitive prices and the peo-

le of the United States can hardly
ive because of the low prices for
which their products sell and the high
values placed on the things they
purchase ?

A system or a government that
will permit such is all wrong and
ennnot endure for long and in * all
probability will be rebuked by the
voters of the country on Tuesday
November 7. next, when the record of
President Harding goes to the sol-
emn referendum of those who have
been llllsgonrmdll:s a kindly old
man who was selected for that reason

country.
We were promired that everything
wnl: come l:':: all right whm'me

mpnuemwbkhmmtﬁ-

G, Harding was placed at the
ren E P with

of the government '

by the few who want to control the |ing

ublican Congress to enact _laws
ch would be recommended, but we
all testify that instead of grow-
ing better things are much worse and
bid fair to continue so until there is
some constructive policy inaugurated
in Washington.

The Harding administration and
Republican party went in with all the

mp and ceremony and more prom-
ses than any administration that has
ever been known in the country.

In an editorial headed “Broken
Promises”, which is published in the
Neosho Times, tew
Republican party which have not
peen fulfilled are given. The ten
promises ure disposed of as follows:
. “Ten Republican Promises, all
sounding fine, An ‘Assorintion of Na-
tions' they failéd to form—then there
were Nine,

“Nine Republican Promises, ‘Farm
relief for every statel’ The Emer-
geney Tariff fooled farmers to death
—1then there were Eight.

“Eight Republican Promises, their

The

wh
can

falseness smelling to Heaven,

duce—then there were Seven,

“Seven Republican Promises, ‘Tair
raliroad rates we will fix.! The Esch-
Cummins Bill was the result—-then
there were Six.

“Six Republican Promises, ‘All
business we will revive! But indus-
try is still depressed—and then there
were Five.

“Five Republican Fromises. ‘Ex-
Servied men to the fore!' They failed
to pasi the Bonus Bill—then there
were Four.

“Four Republican Promises, ‘Tax
burdens much lighter ghall be." They

d | shifted the taxes from rich to peor—

then there were Three,

“Three Republican Promiges,
‘Great Eeconomies we will push
through.! A billion more dollars the

Government has spent—then there
were X ] ;
“Two Republican Promises, ‘Un-
employment we'll put on the run)'
There are more idle men than ever
before—so that left only One.

“One Lone Republican Promise
still to be k was it done? They
are haggling still o%er Tariff rates—
90, bless you, now there are NONE!
“Not one Republican promise has
this 'Dn-Nothinf Con ' put
through! Now, I don't think a party
%'utri" lhoulld be kept in power, do

The Re]mbllienn administration
must go to the people on the present
business conditions the ken

promises. Talk of the future for a
poasible remedy is like tocllnT a
straw to a drowning man abd will be
considered by the voters about as
long as it will take them to denounce
those who will be like the guilty
eriminal at the bar %ulﬂze seeking
a continuance for it be only a de-
lay in the inevitable thef are .
. In this connection it may be
well to remember these lines - from
Shakespeare:
“The p?m dies while the physician
slecps; -
“The orphan pines while the op-

romises of the|

preasor feeds;
“Justice is feeding while the widow
weeps.”
—State Jowrnal,

NOT YET PERFECT

The venerable and learned presi-
dent of the Amerfean Federation of
Labor, the Hon, Samuel Gompers, has
jrecently congratulated organized la-
bor upon the fact that since the arm.
istice the average pay cut of union
workers ix lesa than five per cent,

Few men have had longer, more
honorable, or more constructive ca-
reers than Mr. Gompers. Through his
|common sense, administrative ability
and vision, ofganized labor has grown
| and progpered. He has made few mis-
(takes and always recovered from
thoze.

But Mr. Gompers is not perfect; no
| human being i, And when he exults
| ofifcially at the fact that organized
| labor has succeeded in holding off the
|day of complete return to normaley,
|and has managed ot keep its average

n miserable failure; there is every | High Cost of Living they failed to re- | wage at & point only five per cent be-

low war-time levels, he is flying in the
fuce of the whole American peaple, of
which his orzanization is a part.

| Chairman Martin B. Madden, of the
| House Approvriations Committee, has
just returned from abrond, and stated
that he was most Imoressed with the
willingness of the foreign workman
to take the cut in wages made neces-
sary by realjustment. Will some one
versed in the relative brain power of
the foreign and the American work-
man explain why the Englishman, the
{ Frenchman, the German, the Belgian
iean see through the immutable eco-
|nomie aws which povern all industry
and commerce. and the American
workman can not?

The price of anything is dictated by
its cost, Its cost Is the labor eost:
the raw material cost is but labor
cost under another name. Prices are
high because labor is scarce or high
priced. Labor is not scarce here: we
have more men than there are jobs.
Prices will come down when Iabor
comes down and not before, Normal
will return when labor prices, ns well
as all other prices, are permitted to
observe the law of anpplf and demand.
Unions, organizations. laws, special
privilege, may hold them up for a
while, and permit Mr. Gompers to ex-
ult, Eventually they must, like wa-
ter, find their natural level. The fur-
ther that time is off the more the bulle
of American people suffer, while the
few are congratulated upon success-
fully resisting the will, the desire, and
the right of the hundred and ten mil-
lions of mnk women, and children
who are the American people,

—_—,——

Unsightly black patches, which
mar u?mnmf conerete
after repair worl béen done,
be avoided by the use of a

for the purpose devel,
partroent of Africuttore.
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